Life in the Years Initiative

Sample Fundraising Emails
These are examples of emails you can send to your family and friends to have them support you as a Life in the Years Champion. You can choose one of these sample emails or create one of your own to best express your feelings. All these templates are also available on the fundraising site at www.lifeintheyears.kintera.org where you can create your own personal page and/or team. 

We sincerely appreciate your support for Life in the Years! If you have any questions or need help please email info@lifeintheyears.org.
Sample #1:

Subject: Fighting Alzheimer’s With Music
Please help me fight Alzheimer’s disease by supporting the Life in the Years initiative. It’s a very touching music compilation to create awareness and compassion for the elderly and the proceeds help fight Alzheimer’s. 

You can hear the music, see a beautiful video about Alzheimer’s disease and read more at my personal page listed here.

I sincerely appreciate your support!

(include your Life in the Years Champions personal page link here)

Sample #2:

Subject: My Challenge to You - Join my "Small group of thoughtful people"!
It's not a big challenge, but it's a worthy one!

Life in the Years is a grassroots initiative to fight Alzheimer’s disease and create more awareness for the issues faced by our nation's elderly through music. 

Margaret Mead once said, "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful people can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." I'm challenging all of my family and friends to join my "small group of thoughtful people" and support this initiative in the name of a loved one - a parent, grandparent, or other elderly person who has touched your life. 

Your support can be as small as buying one of the CDs for $15.00 (there are two), or you can become a Life in the Years Champion and join me in getting others involved. I promise the songs will touch your heart and inspire compassion, and it's a great way to honor a loved one and help fight Alzheimer’s! 

You can check out the details of the Life in the Years initiative at www.lifeintheyears.org and you can give your support through my personal Life in the Years page at the address listed below.

Help me burst my fundraising thermometer! I look forward to seeing your loved one's name on my scrolling wall.

(include your Life in the Years Champions personal page link here)

Sample #3:

Subject: I’m a Champion!

I've committed to be one of 500 people per state to support Life in the Years, an initiative to fight Alzheimer’s disease and create more awareness for the issues faced by our nation's elderly. Being a Champion means I've committed to a goal of selling 20 Life in the Years CDs and I need your help. 

Life in the Years is the most comprehensive compilation of music in the world focused on bringing compassion, love, awareness and a touch of humor to the issues around aging. It includes a touching ballad from Natalie Merchant and a beautiful duet with Livingston Taylor and Carly Simon. 

Please visit my personal fundraising page listed below to see the details and you can also choose to become a Champion for yourself.
I don't usually send out email asking my friends to help, but I feel I have to in this case because I care about the elderly and fighting Alzheimer’s disease.
(add your personal story about why here)

(include your Life in the Years Champions personal page link here)

Sample #4:
Subject:  A Very Touching Video

"After silence that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is music." ~ ALDOUS HUXLEY

Please help me fight Alzheimer’s disease by supporting the Life in the Years initiative, which includes this very touching music video called "From His Window". It's incredibly moving song about Alzheimer’s disease and part of compilation of songs that bring compassion, love, awareness and a touch of humor to the issues around aging.
I was reminded of my own experiences by many of the songs and I thought you'd really appreciate them too. Every song has the artist's inspiration notes which really helps take its meaning to another level. 
I’d sincerely appreciate your help in supporting this initiative by visiting my personal Life in the Years Champion page at the address listed below and purchasing CDs. You can see the video there and your support will help fight Alzheimer’s disease.
(include your Life in the Years Champions personal page link here)

Sample #5:
Subject: Today’s Youth/Tomorrow’s Decisions

Help me educate our youth and fight Alzheimer's! Today's youth will be making decisions about how tomorrow's elderly (us!) are cared for and I want them to have as much understanding and compassion as possible. 
The Life in the Years compilation can help them better understand the issues around aging through music, and we all know that even kids who don't like to read will listen to music! I’m certain that if you buy them for your family it will generate some worthwhile discussion around the dinner table and also help fund the fight against Alzheimer’s disease.

At the Life in the Years website there are some great intergenerational activity ideas under the Reach Across the Ages program and I'm asking you to check them out and consider engaging in one of these activities. 

In the old days, family traditions, tales and history were passed on through stories told by the family elders. They shared their wisdom through these discussions and gained respect in the process. They were revered. Our culture has changed to a point where our elders are not as often sought out for their wisdom and we seldom ask them questions about their lives. We're losing touch with our past and the richness that comes through sharing stories. How many of us can truly say that we asked our grandparents - or even our parents - all the questions we wanted to?

It's important for all of us to be connected to the wisdom and traditions of previous generations – especially our youth - and this initiative has some cool ideas on how to make that happen. It’s aimed at educating our next generation about valuing our elderly and helping to restore some traditional behaviors and values. It's a great project for a school or youth organization to use as a social service activity and it can also provides kids with a lesson in civic responsibility.

Please help me get the Life in the Years music into the hands of our children! These songs are very touching and represent many different perspectives on aging and will help fund the fight against Alzheimer’s. 

(include your Life in the Years Champions personal page link here)

